
Research Question Prompt 
 
The purpose of this prompt is to help you jumpstart the literature review section of your creative 
component. The document is therefore a type of reflection that will benefit you as a writer. 
 
Here are some guidelines to help you streamline your drafting process. 

 
• Research Question 

o For those who have a strong idea of your research topic, try to come up with a 
clear and well-defined research question. 

o For those who are still figuring out the research topic, your research question can 
be a little broad for now, and it can be more defined by the end of the semester 

o Relevance: This step will help set the tone for your research and also help you 
think on why the research question is an important one.  
 

• Scope section 
o Write down what potential research areas you plan to cover in you CC.  
o For example, if you are doing research on smart cities, one characteristic under 

scope would be deciding if you will look at cities only in the US, or cities in US 
and Europe, or all over the world.  

o Another characteristic could be scope of investigation on only the “health sector” 
or “power grid.”  

o Identify areas that you plan to exclude from research as well. 
o Relevance: This step will help you identify what kinds of articles you will 

eventually search for and list in your lit review 
 

• Relevance of the topic 
o In this section, write down why is this topic important to the field of data analytics 

and information systems.  
o Explain why you should be investigating this idea.  
o Simply saying that it is an important trend or it’s a novel idea, or no one has done 

research in this area is not enough. 
o Ideally, you should list a source/research or two (if possible) that support the 

reasons you list in this section. For example, “Gupta (2016) have stated in the 
future research section of their paper that <###> is an important topic of study 
because <####>.” 

o Relevance: This section will help you eventually pinpoint what research gap will 
your CC eventually fill 

 
 
 


