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Iowa State University  
was honored with the  

Top Model Undergraduate 

Entrepreneurship Program 
Award at the United States Association for Small

Business and Entrepreneurship (USASBE) Annual 

Conference in Anaheim, California, in January.

 Howard Van Auken, the Bob and Kay Smith 

Fellow in Entrepreneurship and professor of 

management, was also named a Justin G. 

Longenecker Fellow at the conference. The 

award is the highest recognition that the organi-

zation gives to individuals who have made an 

outstanding contribution to the development, 

furtherance and benefit of small and medium 

businesses. Only 50 other individuals, including 

the late Max S. Wortman, distinguished professor 

of management in the College of Business, share 

this honor.

 Iowa State, Wichita State University and the 

University of Houston were chosen from among 

37 entries for the award to make final presenta-

tions at the conference. Judi Eyles, associate 

director of the ISU Pappajohn Center for 

Entrepreneurship, and Kay Palan, associate  

dean for undergraduate programs in the  

College of Business, delivered Iowa State’s  

winning presentation.

 “Very few entrepreneurship programs have 

been recognized as a ‘national model’ program. 

So, we’re in an elite group,” Palan said. “It also 

affirms that the approach we’ve taken to entre-

preneurship education works—it has significant 

impact on students and the university, it’s sus-

tainable, and it’s a program that can be duplicated 

by other universities. We have very purposely set 

up an interdisciplinary program with strong aca-

demic and non-academic components that allows 

us to reach a large number of students—we  

think of it as a program with multiple gateways 

through which students can gain awareness 

about entrepreneurship. The key to our program 

is that we have administrators and faculty working 

together across campus with the Pappajohn staff 

to keep making our program better.”

 Eyles says the winning presentation focused on 

how Iowa State offers comprehensive entrepreneur-

ship opportunities for its undergraduate students 

through its academic offerings—including a campus-

wide entrepreneurship initiative— experiential 

learning opportunities and mentoring for those  

who wish to start an entrepreneurial venture.

 “We have worked very hard for a very long 

time to establish a true interdisciplinary entrepre-

neurship program at Iowa State,” Eyles said. “It’s 

a great feeling to be recognized by our peers as 

having developed a model entrepreneurship  

program that others can learn from and hopefully 

replicate on their own campuses.”
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“ This award 
affirms that  
the approach 
we’ve taken to 
entrepreneurship 
education works.

— KAY PALAN
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KAY PALAN AND JUDI EYLES MADE THE WINNING PRESENTATION.
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 Van Auken’s USASBE honor recognizes his 

achievements in small business and entrepre-

neurship through his teaching, writing, research, 

training and public service. Since 1986, 51  

distinguished educators, researchers, government 

officials, small business advocates and trade  

association leaders have been selected as  

USASBE Fellows.

 “We’re also proud of Howard’s induction  

into the USASBE Fellows group,” Eyles said. 

“Howard has been extremely active in USASBE  

for a long time, most recently serving as the  

organization’s president.”

 In addition to the two Iowa State awards,  

successful Des Moines entrepreneur John 

Pappajohn—the founder of the network of 

Pappajohn entrepreneurial centers at Iowa  

State, the University of Iowa, the University of 

Northern Iowa, Drake University and North Iowa 

Area Community College respectively—was the 

recipient of USASBE’s John E. Hughes Award for 

Entrepreneurial Advocacy. The award is presented 

to an individual or organization that has consis-

tently contributed encouragement, support, time, 

talent, development, and/or financial contribution 

to further the cause of entrepreneurship.

 “It was awesome to be able to introduce so 

many other schools to John and Mary Pappajohn 

at this event and to have the opportunity to rec-

ognize the Pappajohns for their wonderful gifts 

and support for entrepreneurship in Iowa in 

front of a national audience,” Eyles said.

 The ISU Pappajohn Center for 

Entrepreneurship—which provides academic 

support for the university’s interdisciplinary 

entrepreneurship minor—connects faculty, 

researchers, and students to the entrepreneurial 

world, while also providing Iowa’s business and 

entrepreneurial community access to resources 

and information within the university. It provides 

assistance to entrepreneurs—both students  

and those from off-campus—in their efforts to  

launch new ventures. Visit www.isupjcenter.org 

to learn more. ■

The 2009 edition of Business Week 2009 
is slated for September 16 through 22, 
and College of Business alumni and 
friends are invited to take part.
 Business Week provides College of 
Business students with an opportunity  
to network with business professionals, 
encourages learning beyond the class-
room and textbooks, and provides a 
chance for faculty and students to get to 
know each other on an informal basis. 
Organizers aim for a balance of profes-
sional development and fun activities.
 The Business Week planning  
committee seeks speakers, sponsors, 

and companies to get involved in the 
event. Co-chair Ciara Hand anticipates 
the balance of this year’s Business 
Week leaning toward business activities 
over fun, citing concern about the  
economy and job market. Hand says 
that of particular interest to organizers 
this year are speakers who can provide 
perspective on the changing business 
world and address economic concerns.
 Events slated for Business Week 
include: an all-college barbeque lunch; 
an etiquette dinner where students  
can learn the finer points of dining; a  
networking dinner for companies to 

interact with students; a pizza lunch;  
a golf tournament; and other activities 
such as ice skating, Frisbee golf, and 
softball. The week is also packed with 
career and professional development 
speakers and opportunities for students.
 Visit www.business.iastate.edu/
undergraduate/businessweek for the 
full schedule of events and sponsorship 
information, or contact Ann Coppernoll, 
director of undergraduate programs, at 
ajcopper@iastate.edu. 
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